
FORESTDALE TIP SHEET FOR PARENTS

1. TOPIC, CHALLENGE OR QUESTION TO BE ADDRESSED

Increasing father engagement in their children’s literacy through the arts

2. KEY WORDS/GLOSSARY (with definitions)

Leadership - the action of leading a group of people or an organization
Partnership - an association of two or more people as partners
Inspiration - a person or thing that inspires
Confidence - the feeling or belief that one can rely on someone or something; firm trust

3. RELEVANT FACT/RESEARCH/STATISTICS (within current year)

Children who may be having difficulties in other parts of the school curriculum may find an expressive outlet through art. It’s a 
way to uncover talent that may not be seen otherwise. Art is a means of communicating ideas, feelings, and solutions in a way 
other than verbally or written

4. REFERENCES

http://corwin-connect.com/2016/12/using-art-way-reading-writing/
https://childdevelopmentinfo.com/learning/multiple_intelligences/the-importance-of-the-creative-arts-for-children-and-
teens/#.XEXvGlxKg2w

5. TIPS/STRATEGIES/SUGGESTIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS

 When you read to your children, be dramatic. Act out stories with props and costumes. Encourage them to create their own 
stories to act out for you.

 Save old Halloween costumes for dress-up fun. Add to the collection with clothing you no longer need: hats, scarves, purses, 
shoes, and items you can find inexpensively at garage sales.

 Put together an “art studio” in your home. Stock it with a variety of tools and materials: crayons, markers, finger paints, 
scissors, pastels, watercolors, brushes, glues, papers of various sizes and textures, intriguing found objects, leftovers from 
your own home improvement, boxes and containers of all sizes.

 Expand your musical repertoire at home and in the car. Venture into unknown musical territory so that you and the children 
can hear something out of your usual fare. This can be easily expanded by turning to different radio stations and by checking 
out cassettes and CDs from the public library — all for free!

 While the music is playing at home, dance together. Teach your children traditional dances you know or improvise with 
them. Body movement is fun and good exercise.

 Sing together. Teach the kids your favorite songs. Many of them allow for verses that can be made up, such as “Down by the 
Bay,” which can have an endless and hilarious number of rhymes added to it.

 Look for arts programs after school, on weekends, and during vacations. Many community park and recreation departments 
offer these. Summer camps based on the arts are a good departure from the typical competitive sports camps.

 Create a scrapbook together. Put photos, memorabilia, drawings, and captions together creatively. In doing so, you will not 
only have a shared experience but a memory that will last for many years (if you use acid-free paper).

6. RESOURCES

http://www.pbs.org/parents/adventures-in-learning/category/art-culture/
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http://guides.mysapl.org/c.php?g=485244&p=3317518
https://bowarts.org/education/early-years-and-primary/creative-literacy


